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We're living longer, and TIME takes a look at what we're doing to make sure those extra years are healthy ones

‘ 4 } The good news is that more awareness and better
treatments are curbing America’s top killers

The three leading causes of death in the U.S. are heart
disease, cancer and stroke. Together they accounted for
about 7 of every 10 deaths in 1980. By 2005, that share

had dropped to 5 of every 10
Deaths from
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diseases per Americans have been cutting their cholesterol, but high blood pressure
100,000 remains a problem. Still, the death rate from heart disease is plummeting
people yearly
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The rate of new cases of cancer diagnosed each year has dropped slightly
Ca":gi > since 1990. But the risk is not spread evenly across demographic groups
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Italy Prostate cancer in men and breast cancer in women are the most
174» prevalent forms of the disease. They're also among the most survivable
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Bladder 82% mmmmmmm

Esophagus 18% mmmm
Lung 15% mmm
Pancreas 5%m
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