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In Chinese Factories, Lost Fingers and Low Pay

By DAVID BARBOZA

GUANGZHOU, China — Nearly a decade after some of the most powerful companies in the world — often UDYKQTB -
under considerable criticism and consumer pressure — began an effort to eliminate sweatshop labor Yrom

conditions in Asia, worker abuse is still commonplace in many of the Chinese factories that supply Wester _CY\'\{\%%Q
, ‘ : " ‘ T ockerie
{_  companies, according to labor rights groups. Qre. 35\}\ 0
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th_ The groups say some Chinese companies routinely shortchange their employees on wages, withhold health
AR benefits and gxpose their workers to dangerous machinery and harmful chemicals, like lead, cadmium and
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“If these things are so dangerous for the consumer, then how about the workers?” said Anita Chan, a 1abm\§§§?2§%
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- rights advocate who teaches at the Australian National University. “We may be dealing with these things for
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\ {OM\(\ \,And so while American and European consumers worry about exposing their children to Chinese-made toys %\Q,(L\d&
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a short time, but they deal with them every day.”

coated in lead, Chinese workers, often as young as 16, face far more serious hazards. Here in the Pear] River \\W‘“Q:s
Lsuale Delta region near Hong Kong, for example, factory workers lose or break about 40,000 fingers on the job are,

do ‘\h L every year, according to a study published a few years ago by the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences.

It AN dabS.

(1 "O\I‘)i (F3T ushing to keep big corporations honest, labor groups regularly smuggle photographs, videos, pay stubs,
P?:O e ﬁ:)hipping records and other evidence out of factories that they Me local law én(ﬁmmrker
Warks standards. In 2007, factories that supplied more than a dozen corporations, including Wal-Mart Disney
‘,H’lL(’Q and Dell, were MMabor practices, including using child labor, forcing employees to work 16-
g{\b‘{? & -hour days on fast-moving assembly lines, and paying workers less than minimum wage. (Minimum wage in
(04 i\%t!{hrits part of China is about 55 cents an hour.) . -
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In recent weeks, a flood of reports detailing Jahorabuse have been released, at a time when China is still mf‘l
coping with last year’s wave of product safety recalls of goods made in China, and as it tries to q@geh -1-(\{‘ “(:3
workplace rules with a new labor law that took effect on Jan. 1. T M fy 1O Cal K Ho \Q‘\QJ(
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No company has come under as harsh a spotlight as Wal-Mart, the world’s biggest retailer, which sourced - |, boe

about @Mﬁ&ilﬁg‘dﬁds from China in 2006, everything from hammers and toys to high-definition Abise
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televisions,
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In December, two pongovernmental organizations, or NGOs, documented what they said were abuse and
or yiolati ' i - suppl r Wal-Mart — includi f child labor
Iz;bHr_‘ o]at(l}?:ts at ;5 iactokl:es t.haé m;_odu;;le or ﬂglt_qtggy Eoogz ffntWal tMart inc ufmg the use of child labor ‘
at Huanya Gifts, a factory here in Guangzhou that makes Christimas tree ornaments. . X .
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\&(made presentations to provincial politicians in Peshawar.
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Q*\\A}C e found her to be very bold, and it inspired every one of us,” said another student in the

: Fatima Aziz, 15.
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}l ;)S * Ms. Minallah, the documentary maker, said, “She had this vision, big dreams, that she was
going to come into politics and bring about change.”

Her father ran one of the last schools to defy Taliban orders to end female education. As an
11-year-old, Malala — named after a mythic female figure in Pashtun culture — wrote an

N
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Ms. Yousafzai came to public attention in 2009 as the Pakistani Taliban swept through Swat,

a picturesque valley once famed for its music and tolerance and as a honeymoon destination.
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anonymous blog documenting her experiences for the BBC, Later, she was the focus of
documentaries by The New York Times and other media outlets,

“I'had a terrible dream yesterday with military helicopters and the Taliban,” she wrote in one
post titled “T Am Afraid,” - W40 awaln !
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The school was eventually forced to close, and Ms. Yousafzai was forced to flee to
Abbottabad, the town where Osama bin Laden was killed last year. Months later, in summer
2009, the Pakistani Army launched a sweeping operation against the Taliban that uprooted

an estimated 1.2 million Swat residents. O O TREAS I (5\0/“ e, S}\QQ\
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The Taliban were sent packing, or so it seemed, as fighters and their commanders fled | into S \ K
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ighboring districts or Afghanistan. An uneasy peace, enforced by a large military presence, \Nb‘.\

settled over the valley. Becatt 3N PASONRAMNY, N oy
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Ms. Yousafzai grew in prominence, becoming a powerful voice for the rights of children.n ﬁ_f Sence,

2011, she was nominated for the International Children’s Peace Prizg. Later, Yousaf Raza NQ{ ¢l

Gilani, the prime minister at the time, awarded her Pakistan’s first National Youth Peace <€ 2(.0({
P

Prize.

Mature beyond her years, she recently changed her career aspiration to politics, friends said,
In recent months, she led a delegation of children’s rights activists, sponsored by Unicef, that
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meﬂl. and used one she found without knowing it had lizard eggs in it. N

had to be removed when she was 13. Sll_l__ebbbyvould be forever talnted as a_lgafllen,womanrso

that yyhoe_yerssaw,her first in the morning had to take a bath to wash her stain away.

i€ » 13;‘ perlods, as most guls are,
& ange our sanltarjinads in privacy, and trash blns in which to throw them.>, AVV\& lf\ et

_":ofne_ had none at all. Students and teachers made do mth ﬂel JMb&alleys
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Concentrating on lessons when you are desperate for the bathroom is hard on anyone, It's J‘?Jf‘“\' 9’5

nearly impossible for a girl who is menstruating and has nowhere to change or dispose of her M\P
Rl

pad. Girls grow tired of dealing with it. Often,t_,}ggn_famﬂles_encmage them to stay home om0

from schggmigﬂmal_r@ In one survey
w‘\"‘”‘fj out of school when they reached ppgbgﬂh {7{{\ 0 C[ E\% Sl O( no 60((»6’7”4“/’ < ﬂOi’hihﬁ
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3\;9"/ “Girls suffer if they aren’t empowered to manage their menstrual] eycle without pain and
v\R./

T, fbg@g_eanbm&nﬂlr said Chris Williams, the executive director of the Water Supply and
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“j;\?i%g)‘i Samtatlon Collab01 atlve Councﬂ whlch runs the Menstrual Hygiene Management Lab.
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jof Indian schagl-age girls dropped S\l
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9:"’{/ omen are health1e1 have smaller families, often earn more and have a positive impact on
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w“ﬁ.,c{t}a\ n take years, even generations, to change a taboo. But anecdotally, outreach workers - S(l(&f\l
W\Mﬁ\w wnote that the_ only gl;ls \yho doy’t believe the Supels_tithns about menstruation.are those

teachers in 1u1
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>p1 Of uat g or wo1se, one of Ankita’s teache1s was dlfferent Aftel attendmg ad>een ¢

Yatla outr each esszon, he used 200 rupees (less than $4) of hlS own money to turna Wntpprepacie
IO bt e e —

dlsused latrine into a simple incinerator, which girls could use to burn their dirty cloths.

5 6\"7 It isn’t perfect: girls still face the embarrassment of going to the incinerator with everyone

e knowmg why. But this 1ud1menta1y construction,  with its vent made from a discarded well-
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