
Rolihlahla Dalibhunga Mandela is born in a small village in the Eastern Cape of South Africa.  Madiba is his tribal clan and his family has royal connections. On his first day of school, Rolihlahla is given the English name Nelson by an African teacher.





1918


Mandela born








This was a law that racially segregated schools in South Africa. This came to be when the government decided that it no longer wanted to help fund the educations of black people. Under this law, whites were able to be educated for free, while non-whites had to pay for their education. The majority of non-white schools had no running water, electricity, or plumbing.





Bantu Education Act of 1953





1962





Suppression of Communism Act of 1950





This banned Communism from South Africa. Communism was a huge problem because anyone who tried to change the laws was seen as a Communist. Many times, this was used to prosecute people who tried to protest against the Apartheid laws.





1944 - ANCYL





In 1944, Nelson Mandela joined the ANC. During this year, he helped to form the ANC Youth League. The ANC Youth League is made to help unite and lead young men and women to deal with problems that the youth are facing so that they may be leaders themselves one day.





Mandela secretly left South Africa using the name David Motsamayi. He travelled around Africa and visited England to gain support for this armed struggle he was in. He was caught and arrested for leaving the country illegally.





1988





On August 12, 1988 Mandela was taken to a hospital where he was diagnosed with tuberculosis. He was in the hospital for more than three months and then was transferred to a house at Victor Verster Prison. This is where Mandela spent the last 14 months of imprisonment.











Nelson Mandela Timeline





1989





President F.W. de Klerk was elected and promised to find a compromise between the minority and majority. During his first year in office, he un-banned the ANC. A year later, he released Mandela from prison.





Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act of 1949





People of color were not allowed to marry people that were white, and vice versa. If people were found guilty of even having sexual relations with someone of another race then they would be arrested. Even if there was suspicion of an illegal relationship going on, people could be arrested.





1985





During his prison sentence, Mandela was transferred to an all-white hospital in Cape Town for prostate surgery. The government kept good care of him because they were afraid of the outcry of the people if he died while in prison. The hospital staff liked him and realized that he really understood white fears.





ANC is a national liberation movement to help unite the African people. The ANC’s objective was to create a united non-racial, non-sexist, and democratic society. For 100 years, the ANC led a struggle against racism and oppression. It organized huge resistance and took up the armed struggle against Apartheid.





1977 - Winnie





Winnie Mandela became a national speaker. She was look up to because of her involvement in trying to end Apartheid rule. In 1977, she was banned from Soweto because of her actions to help girls under Apartheid rule.





In Afrikans, Apartheid literally means ‘the state of being apart’. Apartheid is one of the events that started the downfall/uprising of South Africa. Apartheid is very similar to segregation. With Apartheid came violence and revolt against the government. 





1948 – National Party Creates Apartheid





Population Registration Act of 1950





The Population Registration Act required that every citizen in South Africa was to be categorized into different parties based on their race. They were either “black,” “white,” or “colored.” The group that the government decided you belonged to had a tremendous impact on how you would live life economically, educationally, and politically. 








Nelson Mandela was moved to a prison inland. While in prison, men wanted Mandela to fight. However, Mandela refused and that made the men angry. Nelson keeps his dignity and his ‘Respect for all.’





1983- Mandela Moved





In the Sharpesville Massacre, 5,000-7,000 people went to the police and said they “needed to be arrested.” They were not carrying their passbooks. Police then opened fire and injured 150 people and killed 69 people. After this massacre, ANC was banned.





Dec 16, 1961





On December 16, 1961 the first bombing/sabotage attack by Nelson Mandela was set off. These bombings were done in empty buildings so no lives were taken. By performing these bombings, Mandela became one of the “most wanted” in South Africa.





1976


Soweto Uprising








The South African government makes mandatory the use of (white ruling) Afrikaans in public schools. Soweto, a township outside of Johannesburg is the site of many student protests.  The government crushes protests killing 575 people - many of them students. 





When Mandela was released, he was surprised that his welcoming party was so multi-racial. There were so many whites and he couldn’t believe that they were there, on his side.





1950 – Group Areas Act





1996








In 1996, Nelson Mandela and Winnie divorced. While Mandela was in prison, Winnie became an independent woman and they’re love drifted apart. Mandela said he still loved her deeply but they “mutually agreed that a separation would be best for the both of [them].”





1998





Sharpesville Massacre





The Group Areas Act was an act that would relocate people based on their racial category. The blacks lived with the blacks; the whites lived with whites, etc. This was made so that whites would not have to be in contact with other races.





After Nelson Mandela’s divorce with Winnie, he found true love again and married Graca Machel. Graca Machel was the widow of Mozambique’s late President. Mandela said she had a “beautiful smile.” They married on Mandela’s 80th birthday.





From 1991 to 1997 Nelson Mandela was the President of the African National Congress (ANC). He was unanimously elected at the party’s national conference in Durban, KwaZulu-Nata. 





“Freedom Day”


This day marked the very first day in South African History that blacks were able to participate in their first Free Vote. This marked the end of segregation and Apartheid in South Africa. Of the 22.7 million people that could have voted, 19.7 million voted in this election. Nelson Mandela became South Africa’s president until 1999.





1991-1997





“Freedom Fighter, prisoner, moral compass and South Africa's symbol of the struggle against racial oppression. These are different things that Nelson Mandela was known for. He died in his home in Houghton, South Africa. His memory will forever live on.





Burning of passbooks was a huge revolt/protest in South African history. Passbooks were to be carried by all blacks and told where they were supposed to be. Nelson Mandela was involved in this protest and viewed as a National hero.





1952 – Burning of passbooks





April 27, 1994 – First Free Vote





ANC is founded


1912





Mandela dies


2013
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Mandela imprisoned (1964 to 1990)














