
Senior Current Issues - Syllabus 
Guidelines for Mr. Wood’s 2016/17 Senior Current Issues Course

This course provides a three fold concentration for graduating seniors.  #1 we survey cultures, societies, 
and geographical regions of the world.   In the process we will look closely at the continent of Africa.    
Teams of two will research the history of one  African nation for a semester,  and follow it in regards to the 
current news and take on specific assignments that will broaden their awareness of the country and the 
continent.   These groups will share their knowledge with the rest of the class. 

A second focus of the course will be to study current domestic and international events in the news.  Since 
these events are by their very nature “Current Issues” we have the luxury in our studies to choose 
incidents that are current, and at the same time compelling.   Consequently, we (you and I together) have 
the opportunity to shape the curriculum.  We will supplement our studies with independent film, 
documentaries, and assigned readings to help students better appreciate the diversity of world cultures and 
immediacy of current events.  Special note:  some of the movies will be R-rated and controversial by their subject 
selection; they will however remain pertinent to our focus of study and consequently useful for learning.  Parent 
permission will be secured before watching such movies.  

2016 is an Election Year.  We will follow the presidential election.  How far we go here will depend upon 
what the class wants to do with this.  We have the luxury of time and direction in this course and will 
decide together the depth of our coverage of the Election. 

Finally and maybe most significantly,  in Part III, students will be asked to look at their life after high school.   
The major focus here will be to concentrate on searching for colleges, apprenticeships, and scholarships.   
Students will be encouraged to organize themselves in all aspects of post high school education.  We will set 
up college visits and spend a substantial amount of class time working on scholarship searches.  We also lay 
out five and ten year plan goals in an effort to help seniors leave Oakridge on a positive footing.  

By looking within and setting short and long term goals, and by taking an in-depth view at the world around 
us, it is my hope that this course will help to prepare Oakridge Students for success in an interdependent 
global society. 

HOMEWORK -33%
Homework assignments will vary in Senior Current Issues between the study of individual events as well as 
ongoing issues.  Some of these topics will be a short study; others will deal with in-depth longer term issues  
The main criteria for determining whether your assignment will be categorized for grading purposes as a 
“Project” or “Homework” will be the amount of time dedicated to that topic.  Any topic that is addressed, 
discussed, and provided homework assignments for within a one week time window - will be classified for 
grading purposes as “Homework.”  Continuing long-term assignments will fall under “Projects.” 

QUIZZES & TESTS - 33%
Pop quizzes on topics for discussion are always fair game in a Current Events class.   The focus of quizzes 
and tests in this course will revolve around the changing subject area of “Current Events.”   Larger tests 
which will be more identified with “Projects”,  may serve as a test grade and /or a Common Assessment.  
You will be informed ahead of time in which category specific tests fall for grading purposes.  



PROJECTS - 33%
For each semester we will work on two major projects.   Semester I will include a “Travel the World with 
SCI” Assignment in which you’ll be challenged to look at the world from a personal travel perspective.  You’ll 
have the opportunity to plan a three week road trip to anywhere in the world.  We will research everything 
from flight to hotels to daily explorations.  Hopefully this will inspire you to dig deeper into the world and 
explore on your own.   Semester II will include a semester long study on  “Exploring Africa.”   College 
Scholarship searches qualify for Project status as well.  Other projects may surface from time to time, 
depending on your interest and my evolving plans.  In 2016 “The Election” could be one of those projects.

SSR - Is now a required part of all first hour courses
The Oakridge High School staff has chosen to incorporate twenty minutes of sustained silent reading into 
every first hour classroom.  The goal is to improve reading comprehension across the curriculum.  While we 
will participate in this experiment, we will do so from a current events perspective.  Twenty minutes a day 
are set aside for your reading pleasure - your choice of text.  Three days a week we will focus that choice.

Monday Chrome Book Current Events
Tuesday 20:00 - Book / your choice
Wednesday Chrome Book Current Events
Thursday 20:00 - Book / your choice 
Friday Chrome Book Current Events

Chrome Book Current Events 
Our SSR version of Current Events will provide you choice to read any current events news story of your 
liking.  You will have fifteen minutes to do so.  Go where you want to in this regard - at the end of the 
fifteen minute segment…three people will share their stories.  Q/A session will follow.  Mr. Wood will assign 
A’s and F’s for this period.  The Q/A session, depending on available time, will run for ten or fifteen minutes.  
By allowing you choice on your reading material, I am trusting that you stay on task on the Chrome books.  
Please do not take advantage of this trust.  Let’s make SSR a dynamic experience. 

A FINAL THOUGHT ON 2016/17 CURRICULUM
We have the opportunity each year in SCI to shape the curriculum.  With that in mind all of the above may 
change - and you all have the power to change it.   In this highly structured “teach to the test”  Standardized 
Test  dominated world of study - being able to go where the winds takes us - is a pretty cool opportunity.   
You dig in to what you want to learn.  So, get involved.  Shape your senior year. 

And above all prepare for the Fall of 2017…that’s what really matters for you!

OHS Handbook Proficiency Policy for passing Senior Current Issues

1 - A student must average 60% on three Marking Periods and Final Exam totals.
2 - All students must take the final exam.
2 - A student must average 60% on all Common Assessments. 
3 - Student must satisfy the high school attendance policy (Student Handbook page 17).


